The Story of Sukkot
Sukkot means booths, or huts, like the flimsy booths the Hebrews stayed in during the forty years in the wilderness and on farms during their harvest time.

The Torah (five books of Moses- the first five books of the bible) commands the Hebrews to dwell in booths for the seven days during Sukkot. Sukkot is one of the three pilgrimage festivals of the bible. The Sukkah (singular for booth) reminds us that God watched over and protected the Israelites and still protects us today. The top of the Sukkah is made of natural things that grow in the ground (no Metal). It allows some light through the top in order to see the sky and the stars. The Sukkah here at Mill House is decorated with harvest fruits, pictures, and streamers. It is considered a good deed to eat and even sleep in a Sukkah.

As part of the Sukkah ceremony hospitality is extended to guests, including Uspizim, the ancient Bible companions such as Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses Aaron, and David as well as Sarah, Rebekah, Leah, Miriam, Hannah and Deborah. We are also reminded to invite the poor to share our meal, and to give to charity.
The ceremony also consists of waving of Lulav and Etrog. Lulav consists of palm branch, representing the backbone of the Jewish people- bending but firm and of upright character, willow branches, representing lips praying to God, and myrtle branches representing eyes seeing God. The Etrog is a heart-shaped, lemon-like fruit representing our love and loyalty to God. The blessing and waving of the Lulav and Etrog remind us of God’s gifts to us all.

